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Treasures Revealed! The WHS Archives & Collections
and Inside Story: Westport's Bradley-Wheeler House & Cobblestone Barn
Jan. 27, 2013 to April 27, 2013
Until now, the
WHS Archives and
Collections —parts dating to the 1700s—
have been a mystery
for most members and
visitors. So has the
“inside story” of the
WHS’s landmark
Bradley-Wheeler
House—which began
as a 1795 saltbox, but
became a renovated
Italianate in the 1800s
—and its companion
cobblestone barn.
WHY? Due to security, preservation
climate control requirements and crowded storage conditions, only a handful of
staff and trained volunteers have access
to the WHS’s underground Archive—our
fireproof, climate-controlled vault, donated by the Gault family— and Collection
closets. There, they reverently catalog,
preserve and protect precious, often
fragile, vintage documents, photos,
maps, market boat journals, house histories, oral histories, ancient family Bibles,
vintage costumes (garments and textiles), artwork, objects, tools, music
boxes and toys and other priceless links
to Westport’s past. Preservation begins
with climate control and security, managed by Board member, Peter Jennings
(his real job is head of Bayberry Property
Management, and his family’s local presence dates to the 17th century).
Long-term Board member and over-

all Collections Director,
Barbara Van Orden,
has been involved with
the WHS since the
1980s transformation
of our BradleyWheeler House and
Barn into the WHS’s
new home. She managed our Victorian
Dining Room’s museum
quality restoration and
works closely with Don
Draves, Collections
Registrar, and Kathleen
Malloy, manager of
our 1,000+ piece Costume Collection
(and full-time Westport Public Library
employee), whose conservation work
continues that of Betty Sheffer, Cheryl
and Lindsay Bliss, and others.
Past President Katie
Chase (a freelance editor) runs the Archives
Committee, which—
building on the prolific
work of the late
Barbara Raymond—
meets Tuesday mornings to respond to
inquiries and continue
long-term cataloguing
and transcription work.
Her committee includes
genealogist Sven-Eric
Selander (computer
professional). He and
Katie also work with
www.westporthistory.org

the Oral History Committee and its
director, John Hartwell (stepping down
soon to focus on teaching video production at NCC). Oral History’s name soon
may change to reflect its expanded
scope, including migrating older audio
tapes and new digital video to cloud
storage.
Now, thanks to a special collaboration between Oral History, Archives,
Collections and Exhibits (Larry
Untermeyer, Brian O’Leary, Anne Levine,
Sue Kirby, Janine Brown, Elizabeth
DeVoll and Dorothy Curran), Treasures
Revealed: The WHS Archives &
Collections and Inside Story: Westport’s
Bradley-Wheeler House & Cobblestone
Barn will end the mystery by turning a
spotlight—and a video camera—onto
these precious assets and artifacts. The
Exhibits open on January 27 and run
through April 27,
2013.
Notes Executive
Director, Susan Gold:
“That’s why these
Exhibits are so important. WHS is a small
non-profit, with no taxpayer funding, but we
do have treasures. Our
landmark BradleyWheeler House and
Cobblestone Barn and
the artifacts in our
Victorian period rooms,
Exhibits and Museum
of Westport History

continued on next page
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are only the tip of the icepower of Joanne
Please come! Sunday, January 27, 2013
berg. Once Westport realizes
Woodward and Paul
what our Archives,
Newman and food for the
ANNUAL MEETING of WHS Members, 1pm
Collections and Buildings
first fundraiser provided by
followed by Wine & Hors d'Oeuvres RECEPTION
contain, the more they will be
Martha
Stewart—the WHS
for WHS Members & Sponsors
visited and used.”
acquired this
successfully
3 to 5 pm
Treasures Revealed, in
property on Feb. 22, 1981.
to celebrate our new Exhibits:
the main Sheffer Gallery, sumThe Sheffer Gallery, Gault
marizes the size and scope of
Vault, Newman Room,
Archival vault and Collections
Room and cobbleRaymond
The WHS Archives & Collections
holdings and displays selectstone barn restoration/renoBetty & Ralph Sheffer Gallery
ed artifacts. To share what
vation all followed. Bob
and
cannot be exposed to sunWeingarten is curating this
light, the Oral History
adjunct Exhibit, which coinWestport's Bradley-Wheeler House & Cobblestone Barn
Committee’s video tour of
cides with the Historic
Mollie Donovan Gallery
Wheeler House’s period
District Commission study
rooms and “off limits” storage
group initiative which conLead Sponsor: BNY Mellon Wealth Management,
spaces, narrated by Archives
sists of Bob, Susan
Annual Sponsors: Betty R. & Ralph Sheffer Foundation,
and Collections volunteers,
Wynkoop, Ed Gerber,
Janet & Fred Plotkin/Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher Foundation,
will provide unprecedented
Maggie Feczko to achieve
Berchem Moses Devlin PC, Sachs Walsh Insurance,
public access.
local historic landmark propWeichert Capital Properties & Estates, Fountainhead Wines
Featured artifacts include:
erty designation for these
Exhibit Sponsors: Thomas and Jeanne Elmezzi Private Foundation
early Westport documents,
structures.
The Bank of Fairfield
correspondence and photos;
As WHS president
vintage garments; U.S.
Susan Wynkoop remarks:
Miggs Burroughs overlays a vintage
Coastal surveys and aerial maps show“We hope that these Exhibits inspire
photo from the Archive with a photo of
ing Westport from 1838 to 1931;
new uses of our resources for research
the same place today. Historic House
Mary Sherwood’s early 19th c. wedand education, and fresh support for
Plaques Director, Bob Weingarten, comding quilt; an 1874 inkwell carved
our work through membership, donapares maps, deeds and tax records to
from a Bedford Estate chestnut tree; a
tions or sponsorship. Or, you may realverify house ages and owners.
Rose O’Neill-designed Kewpie doll (one
ize that volunteers are our greatest treasCostumes Director Kathleen Malloy
of 5 million sold by 1913).
ure, and be inspired to join them!”
sources garments for vintage fashion
Treasures also explains how these
shows or to help bring 19th century

Treasures Revealed!

Inside Story:

primary sources are used for Westport
and Connecticut historical research,
genealogical study, house history, fashion history, culinary and social history,
art history, cartographic history, political
history and even garden history. For
example, for some of his lenticular photos of Westport “Then and Now”, artist

novels to life. To facilitate
online research and aid
preservation, the Oral
History Committee has
been migrating interviews
of prominent Westporters
to digital cloud storage.
As the Inside Story
Exhibit in the Mollie
Donovan Gallery affirms,
the WHS’s best known
treasures are BradleyWheeler House, which dates to 1795,
and its rare octagonal cobblestone
barn. In 1979-81, after a high-profile
fundraising campaign, spearheaded by
Joan & Roy Dickinson, Eve & Bob Potts,
Ann Sheffer, Mollie & Jack Donovan, Jo
Fuchs, Connie Anstett, Peggy Henkel
and Bobbie Elmer—behind the star
www.westporthistory.org
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Planned Giving
The Westport Historical Society chronicles
the past, but its future is in your hands.
Please remember us in your estate plan
so that future generations may continue
to explore the ongoing story of our Town.
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President’s Message
The Westport
Historical Society is
a starting place for
exploring the people, places and
events that shaped
our Town’s past.
Whether you are a
student researching a paper, a teacher
in need of a lesson plan, a family looking for fun things to do, a collector of
rare objects, an amateur genealogist or

retelling of things past that we can
share our passion for history and send
our community on a private journey of
discovery.
We invite you to explore BradleyWheeler House today and often. And
best wishes for a Happy New Year.

a lover of period clothing or rare documents, we can help and our next exhibit
showcases all of the above. It is in the

Susan Walton Wynkoop
President, Westport Historical Society

From the Executive Director’s desk…
What are you
thankful for as you
embark on a new
year? What has
made an impression on you and
inspired you? I
was looking at a
loose-leaf binder of remembrances of
Westport’s iconic resident Paul
Newman and finding a variety of recollections. What struck me was if someone interacted with Mr. Newman, it
was enough to leave a mark on that
person. I think it was his relaxed and
unguarded manner that was so genuine
and real. He enjoyed all the simple
pleasures of everyday life with a passion, and I think that is the gift we
should aspire to in 2013. He was
described as “polite, witty and cordial.”
He cared about others less fortunate, his Hole in the Wall Gang camp
is a testament to his belief that no matter
what your challenges are, while you’re
here, you deserve to live every day to
its fullest. Paul did this because he knew
that everyone deserves respect and
happiness. He’s described as a man
with the most generous heart and lived
a life that has set an example for the
rest of the world to follow.
Paul Newman certainly left his mark
on the Westport Historical Society. In

1980, when a group of determined
women from WHS decided to raise
funds to purchase Bradley-Wheeler
House, both Paul and Joanne
Woodward quietly loaned their star
power to make it happen. And they
have continued their support for many
years after that, including the restoration
of Bradley-Wheeler Carriage Barn and
its many educational programs.
In 2005, we had an exhibit titled
Folks Back Home which
honored the Westport
Chapter of the Red Cross
and its work behind the
scenes during World War
I and II. Paul Newman’s
WWII Navy uniform was
on display. It wasn’t
unusual for a Newman
admirer to take a photo
next to his uniform! For all
of us who work here,
Paul’s visits to WHS were
always unexpected and
unannounced, but when he came here,
there was always a sparkle in his eye
and a smile on his face as if he was
home. That’s because Paul made
Westport his home and he knew that
WHS is here to keep his home preserved and celebrated.
In honor of a Westport legend, I
want to acknowledge our membership
www.westporthistory.org
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for their support and participation in our
programs and fund-raising events. We’re
grateful for your presence and for cherishing our community like the Newmans
have. As I look ahead to 2013 and
plan for a calendar of activities that will
bring our community together, I’m filled
with anticipation and wonder just like
Mr. Newman. Our children’s activities
room is called The Newman Room. It is
filled with laughter, fun and lots of creative play.
Thank you for
embracing the passion
that Mr. Newman had for
Westport as we all move
forward to this New Year
with a skip in our step
and many dreams. We
intend to make WHS a
place that brings people
together to learn, to be
inspired and to be
touched by the talents of
others. Thank you for
being part of these efforts. We can all
learn from Paul Newman, a true
American icon, when he starred in the
play that epitomizes his view of
Westport as “Our Town.”
Wishing everyone a peace-filled and
healthy new year,
Susan Gold
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Susan Wynkoop: An Example of Fidelity, Bravery, Integrity.
by Woody Klein
(Following, the latest in a series of articles about the WHS and its presidents
that have been occasionally published
in the Newsletter.)’

where she was a personnel officer,
in1980, when she was assigned to the
responsible for interviewing, hiring and
first Task Force ever created in the US,
placing management trainees. One of
the Joint Bank Robbery Task Force. The
her assignments was to recruit students
squad was responsible for investigating
for the bank at a college job fair. She
armed bank robberies, fugitives, kidnapUpon first meeting, her noticeably
happened to be assigned next to an FBI
ping and extortion violations. Being the
strong handshake immediately gets your
recruiter, who, she says, “was very confirst woman assigned to this squad was
attention. She looks you straight in the
vincing in his pitch to people coming to
an honor and a challenge as, “every
eye and offers a restrained smile. She
his booth.” After learning of her backmove I made was noted!” At the time,
stands tall, erect and is neatly dressed.
ground, the recuiter
graduates of Quantico were issued
She appears to be
asked Susan if she
Smith & Wesson .38 revolvers. Because
beaming with confiwould be interested
of the danger of her assignment, Susan
dence and speaks
in applying for a
carried a Smith & Wesson.357 magwith soft Southern
Special Agent (SA)
num revolver, with which she was highly
charm. In the course
position with the FBI.
competent.
of our interview, it
“I was 24. It caught
She also participated in some
becomes clear that
me totally 100
undercover roles and was sent throughshe is a person of
percent by surprise
out the country for varied case work.
strong character and
She was trained as a hostage negotiaTaken on firing range in 1979 during my training to even think that I
deep convictions.
tor, and went through EMT training and
as an agent in Quantico, Va. Susan is on the left. could apply for such
You think to yourself:
a position as women were not allowed
became certified at Kennedy Internation“This is a formidable woman.”
to be Special Agents until 1972. The
al Airport. With hijacking of planes
Indeed, she is. Susan Walton
farm girl in me wanted it. I knew I did
rampant during the 80’s and 90’s, she
Wynkoop, originally a farm girl from
not want to stay in banking and I had
was trained to enter a hijacked plane
Virginia, strikes you as very much the
been thinking of wanting to move to a
as an EMT, under the auspices of helpformer FBI Special Agent that she was
huge city. I had no idea if I would get
ing people harmed on the plane by the
for 12 years, and is now serving as
hired. I applied, was tested, interhijackers. Armed as an FBI agent, she
president of the Westport Historical
viewed, more testing, scholastically and
would identify the hijackers, calm the
Society. At first glance, this would
physically and in all it took about 7
situation and take whatever additional
seem an unlikely role for a former federmonths to receive an appointment to
steps were necessary.
al officer, but once the conversation
become a
She also
flows, it all adds up.
Special Agent
investigated
Born in Lynchburg, Virginia, she
with the FBI.
the Colombo
grew up on a 1,000 acre farm in
My father and
organized
Huddleston, Virginia. “I had a wondermother were
crime family,
ful childhood,” she says wistfully. “My
supportive.
worked with
father, Wyatt Henry Walton, Jr. [who
(Her mother,
U.S. Marshals
died nearly four years ago] and grandMargaret
and coordinatfather, Wyatt Henry Walton, Sr., owned
Saunders
ed numerous
and operated a family-owned general
Walton, 85,
successful
taken in 1985 with the training staff at Quantico, Va. I had just
store. “ My brother, sister and I worked
still lives in the taken a class of new agents through their 4 months of training. placements
there for 10 cents an hour. It was great
home where Susan was reared in
into the Witness Protection Program. In
and you learned a lot about people.”
Huddleston, Virginia.)
more than one case, she was involved
Susan attended Mary Baldwin
All SAs start out with training at
in violent incidents. “This is not a job for
College in Staunton, Virginia and
the FBI’s Quantico, Virginia 16-week
every woman,” she says with a knowearned a B.A. in Sociology. After
program. She was trained in criminal
ing smile. “But I found it exciting,
graduation, her first job was with the
law, investigative techniques, firearms
adventurous, gratifying. I am still proud
Wachovia Bank in nearby Winstonand defensive tactics. She realized her
to be a former FBI agent and a member
Salem, NC from 1975 to 1979,
dream to move to New York City
of the Former Agents Society of the FBI,
www.westporthistory.org
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New York and Connecticut Chapters.
“I was involved in two shootouts,
one in the Bronx and one in Queens,”
she recalls. “The incident in the Bronx
involved terrorists delivering weapons
[she was the female asked to help out
in the arrest along with the Terrorist
Squad as one of the terrorists included
a woman.] We surrounded the van at a
diner in the Bronx and they came out firing. We were all being shot at and I
was not able to return fire as there was
an agent in my line of fire. The bullets
were whizzing by right and left.”
The second shootout involved bank
robbers hiding out in Queens. “We had
gone to interview an aunt of the bank
robbers and while we were in the
house interviewing her, shots began
being fired through the floor above us.
Quickly, the refrigerator was yanked out
and all of the agents took cover behind
it. We were able to arrest the two bank
robbers.” As a result of this case, six of
the agents on the Bank Robbery Squad,
Susan included, were inducted into the
New York City Police Department
(NYCPD) Honor Legion. Susan was the
first female FBI Agent inducted into the
Honor Legion and to be inducted, an
agent or police officer has to have survived a life threatening arrest/altercation.
“The biggest case I worked on was
the 1981 Brinks Robbery in Nyack,
N,Y.” she continues. “I was one of the
three case agents assigned to it. If you
are the case agent, it is your case and

you are totally responsible for it. This
Heritage Project, and is responsible for
investigation was so large and had so
fundraising, grant writing, interviewing
many agents involved throughout the US
and strategic planning for this project.
that three case agents were needed to
Susan is also a Deacon at her Church,
work and successfully adjudicate it.”
Southport Congregational Church.
Susan worked this case for approxiAs for the future leadership of the
mately 26 months and all the suspects
FBI, she says she is interested in who
were arrested.
will succeed as the Director of the FBI.
2012
Robert S.
marked the 40
Mueller, III has
anniversary of
served since
the year women
2001 and ”A
became FBI
female director is
agents. Susan,
not far off,” she
a longtime
says with a
Westporter, was
broad smile.
one of the first
Fittingly,
200 women
Susan and her
Wynkoop’s living room. Photo by Larry Untermeyer.
hired. She
husband “Dutch,”
resigned from the bureau after a 12live in the oldest house in Westport at
year career in 1991, the same year her
187 Long Lots Road, built in 1683
daughter, Katherine, a recent Wake
across from the Hunt Club.
Forest graduate, was born. Today,
Susan Wynkoop herself should be
Susan says, some 2800 of the FBI’s
seen as a fascinating part of our town’s
14,000 agents are female.
history. She demurs on the subject and
In addition to her duties overseeing
quips, modestly: “Do our readers really
all of the many busy committees the
care about the history of the president of
WHS has established to preserve the
the WHS?” This observer wrote the hishistory of Westport, Susan continues to
tory of our town. I am thoroughly familbe active with the FBI. This veteran FBI
iar with the diversity of professions of its
Special Agent, who lives and breathes
residents. I reply, emphatically, “Yes.”
the agency’s motto: “Fidelity, Bravery,
Woody Klein is a member of the WHS
Integrity,” has “Top Secret” clearance
Advisory Board, and he also wrote the
and conducts sensitive background
book, “Westport, Connecticut, The
investigations for the federal government
Story of a New England Town's Rise to
in Connecticut. In addition, she is the
Prominence"
project director for the FBI Oral History

Our Members are Vital!
While working on
WHS membership
records at our volunteer
desk, I greeted a visitor
who wanted information about our historic
plaque program.
Instead of merely giving him Bob Weingarten’s phone number, I took him on a tour of BradleyWheeler house and he was especially
interested in the postage stamp exhibits

in our galleries! Not
surprisingly, he stated
that he had never
been inside WHS
even though our visitor stated that he is
very interested in historic preservation. Of
course I gave him membership information, emphasing that we do not receive
any financial support from our Town. A
couple of days later, his membership
www.westporthistory.org
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check arrived at the Historic Home
Owners Circle level of $200.00!
So take a little time with friends,
neighbors, people who love Westport
and those interested in historic preservation, and at the same time highlight
what is going on at WHS. We need to
broaden our membership base and you
as current members are our ambassadors!
Edward F. Gerber
VP Membership
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Two Different Organizations: WHS and HDC
While I know that you are aware
of the mission of the WHS you may not
know about the role of it’s sister organization, The Historic District Commission
(HDC). Even though they are very different organizations, they are often confused by the public.
The Historic District Commission is
part of the town government and serves
in a regulatory and advisory capacity
on matters pertaining to historic preservation. The members are appointed by
the First Selectman. Currently, the HDC
has five full commissioners: Francis
Henkels (Chair), Betsy Wacker (ViceChair), Grayson Braun (Clerk), Robert
Weingarten, and Edward Gerber, and
three alternate positions which are
vacant. The HDC has its own office in
Town Hall and a full-time Staff
Administrator, Carol Leahy.
Established in 1973, the HDC
reviews the alteration, demolition or
construction of any structures within the
boundaries of Westport’s five regulated
historic districts: Evergreen Avenue,

Gorham Avenue,
Kings Highway
North,
Morningside
Drive South, and
Violet Lane, as
well as individual
local historic
properties (such
as my own house
on Cross
Highway) and the West Parish Meeting
House Archeological Preserve.
Additionally, the HDC advises
many town departments, such as
Planning and Zoning and the
Conservation Department, regarding
historic resources and co-reviews proposed commercial building projects
with the Architectural Review Board.
The HDC gives historic preservation
awards annually, recognizing excellence in residential and commercial
property restoration, renovation, and
adaptive reuse. The HDC bases its
awards on US Department of Interior

standards. The
Commission frequently consults
with the
Connecticut Trust
for Historic
Preservation’s
Circuit Rider,
Greg Farmer, to
resolve local
preservation
issues.
If you have questions regarding
inventory forms and an official determination of the current historical and architectural status of a property you should
call HDC Administrator Carol Leahy at
203-341-1184. Ms. Leahy will provide you with information about the
town’s historic resources, various permit
procedures and requirements, and current historic preservation initiatives.
The WHS and the HDC may different roles to play, but both have as their
missions the protection of Westport’s historic infrastructure.

What Our Board of Directors are up to: Jane Sherman
Note: this article
appears courtesy
of the Westport
News
Jane Sherman,
67, followed a
divorce by taking
her preschool-age
daughter on a year's trip around
the world.
The adventure renewed her zest for
adventure and filled her noggin with
dreams enough to line all the roads
ahead, Sherman revealed during
this interview.
Sherman is president of Lois Street
Corp. and manages three commercial
buildings in Norwalk. The buildings
house businesses that are very different

from one another, among them, for
example, a Montessori school, a gym,
an interior design studio, a cooking
school and a restaurant, an office for an
English company and a business that
installs home media systems.
In 2011, Sherman graduated from
Fairfield University with a master's
degree in fine arts in creative writing.
She has written a memoir and is
working with an editor on various literary works. She also is expanding what
she has written about the long-ago
around-the-world trip with her daughter
and is re-tooling a book about being in
the family business with her father,
Ogden Sherman, of Weston. The firm
made airfoils for gas turbine
aircraft engines.
www.westporthistory.org
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Q: How long have you lived
in Westport?
A: 55 years.
Q: Are you married?
A: Divorced, but partnered for the last
four years with a spouse equivalent.
Q: Children, grandchildren?
A: Two grown children; one
grandchild, 9.
Q: Are you retired?
A: No.
Q: What do you do?
A: President of Lois Street Corp. in
Norwalk, managing a complex of buildings.
Q: What did you want to do when you
grew up?
A: A teacher.
Q: What was a significant memory or
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defining moment in your childhood?
A: Going to Putney School in Putney, Vt.
Q: What are your main hobbies
and interests?
A: Gardening, writing
Q: What music do you listen to?
A: Vivaldi, country music, rock 'n' roll.
Q: What TV station do you favor?
A: CBS. "The Good Wife."
Q: Who do you think was the best president of the United States?

A: Bill Clinton. He is smart and got people to work together.
Q: If you could tell President Obama one
thing, what would that be?
A: Drown out idiocy and don't let the
Republicans get you down.
Q: What is your greatest guilty pleasure?
A: Coffee ice cream. I don't buy it
because I'll eat it.
Q: What is your biggest pet peeve?
A: Dangerous drivers.

Q: What are you greatly
concerned about?
A: Climate change and pollution.
Q: Best piece of advice for the
younger generation?
A: Focus on hard work and accomplish
what you set out to do.
Q: What are you looking forward to?
A: A trip to China in July and publication
of my memoirs, hopefully.

A Bit of History: The Longest-serving Former Westport First Selectman
At a WHS Oral History
meeting, it was proposed that we
should acknowledge one of our
former first selectmen. Several
names were mentioned and after
a bit of research we found the
name of William J. Finch, who
served as our First Selectman for
almost 20 years. He was born
on December 10, 1818 in
Wilton. His education came from
local schools, and at the age of
17 he set about learning a trade.
In 1838 he moved to Westport
where he engaged in shirt manufacturing. He served as First Selectman
for 19 years, from 1854 to 1873. He
wielded great influence in local affairs
for many years and was a leading
Democrat. He was a trial justice for
more than 30 years, hence he was
known as Judge Finch. He served the
town in many other aspects: as Town
Clerk for 15 years, assessor, grand
juror, and representative for Westport in
The General Assembly of 1856 and
1857.
The Finch family came to New
England from England in Colonial times
and was among the earliest settlers of
Westport. They were for the most part
farmers and his grandfather, Ichabod,
had six children and is buried in the
Poplar Plains cemetery opposite the Red
Barn in Westport. His father, William,
was born and reared in Wilton. He
married Betsey Hoyt, daughter of
Stephen Hoyt of Norwalk. They had

four children: William (our subject),
Nelson, Alcea, and Jane. They had a
very large farm on Chestnut Hill in
Wilton that extended into
Westport and Weston on
Newtown Turnpike.
Judge Finch married
Jane A. Martin, daughter
of David Martin of New
York City. Jane was born
on October 3, 1825
and died on June 6,
1886. They had three
children: Cornelius, a
shirt manufacturer,
William J., a traveling
shirt salesman, and Jane
A. who married William
T. Wood of Westport,
who owned a planing mill and manufactured blinds, windows, and other
building materials in Westport.
The Judge was also a member of
www.westporthistory.org
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the local Masonic Lodge, having
joined about 1848, becoming
Master of the Lodge for a number of years. He was a charter
member of the Masonic Relief
Association and at the time of his
death was on its Board of
Directors. He also was a member of the Episcopal Church.
He lived on King Street, of
what is today the left-hand corner of Kings Highway North and
Old Road opposite the cemetery,
now known as 1 Old Road. The
house was built circa 1690 by
John Taylor and was rebuilt after two
fires and is sometimes referred to as the
“Old Finch Homestead.”
He also farmed the many
acres he owned in his
later years. The house
was most recently renovated by Anthony and
Deborah Angotti.
Finch died on
March 8, 1901 of pneumonia, having survived
his son-in-law William T.
Wood by four days,
who also died of pneumonia. William J. Finch
is buried together with
his family in Willowbrook
Cemetery. Even today, Finch family
descendants live locally in our Town.
By Sven Selander, a member of WHS
Archives and Oral History Committees

WHS newsletter_newsletter-4 1/4/13 12:53 PM Page 8

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Westport, CT
06880
Permit No. 69

25 Avery Place
Westport, CT 06880

Calendar of Events: January - March 2013
Please go to www.westporthistory.org for an up-to-date listing of events and programs.
Please call 203-222-1424 to register for all of our youth programs.
Mon. Jan.21 – MLK Kids Progran for ages 5-10 years old. 10am -2pm
Sun. Jan. 27 – WHS Annual Meeting, Raymond Room, 1pm -2:30pm, all members are invited to
attend.
Sun. Jan. 27 – 3pm-5pm - EXHIBIT OPENING RECEPTION for WHS members & Sponsors- Sheffer
Gallery - Treasures Revealed! The WHS Archives & Collections and Mollie Donovan Gallery Inside Story: Westport’s Bradley-Wheeler House & Cobblestone Barn. Refreshments will be served.
Sun. Feb 10 – A Conversation with Westport Writers with Heart & Soul, including a panel of new
and distinguished local writers: Tracy Sugarman, Leonard Fisher, David Wilk, Richard Webb,
among others. Hosted by Robert Williams. 3-5pm Suggested donation $10, Refreshments made
with love will be served.
Tues. Feb. 19 – Thurs. Feb. 21- Three-day February Vacation Program for kids 5-10 years old.
10am -2pm. Pre-registration is required.
March (TBD)- In celebration of Black History Month, Actress/singer Kimberly Wilson will be back
again to perform her new one-woman show in the gallery – a catered lunch will be served.
Tickets: $20

www.westporthistory.org

