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25th Anniversary Celebration
of the Hidden Garden Tour

Attention all gardening enthusiasts!
Please join us on Sunday, June 12th

when Westport Historical Society pres-
ents its 25th Anniversary Hidden
Garden Tour from 11am to 4pm. 

The Garden Party on Friday, June 10th

is the kick-off to the celebratory week-
end and will take place at the Westport
Woman’s Club on Imperial Avenue from
6pm to 9pm.  The WHS Garden Party
is a harbinger of Spring that brings

together Westport’s most fab-
ulous for an evening in cele-
bration of history both past
and present.  

Party guests will enjoy hearty
appetizers and delectable
desserts catered by A Dash
of Salt; custard provided by
Shake Shack; a Mionetto
Prosecco bar; and a wine
and beverage bar.  There
will be many exciting surpris-
es such as incredible silent
and live auction treasures
including an African Safari,
cruise on the Sound, and a
week at a Cape Cod vaca-
tion house; a balloon swap;
lively entertainment; and the
Spring Hat Contest with
prizes awarded for: Most Creative,
Downton Abbey-tude, Best Use of Fresh
Flowers, Lady’s Classic, Gentleman’s
Classic, and Judges’ Favorite.  Come
join the fun!

Tour-goers will have a very special
opportunity to experience six
spectacular, not-to-be-missed
gardens in Westport,
Greenfield Hill, and
Southport.  “Each garden
has been carefully selected
in honor of this 25th

Anniversary of the Hidden
Garden Tour,” said Event
Chair, Edward F. Gerber.
Several of the gardens were
favorites of past Tours in the

2000s, and are being showcased
again by popular demand to see how
they have evolved.

Exceptional sights to see will include: a
unique historic property featuring an
axial border planting of perennials and
herbaceous plants, a rose garden of
four distinct color sections, an apple
orchard, and a squatter’s garden where
friends are encouraged to grow vegeta-
bles; a walled rose garden with a sur-
viving American Elm overlooking
Southport Harbor; a garden with three
rock outcroppings, woodland garden
and pathways, an abundant raspberry
patch, and greenhouse; and a truly
breathtaking property on Long Island
Sound.

On Tour Day there will also be a
continued on next page
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From the Executive Director’s Desk…
You might smile
when I tell you that
the best things in
life are free; but
they certainly can
be appreciated. It
just so happens
that I love pickles.

They are crunchy, flavorful and have no
calories. I’ve had more than one experi-
ence where I walked into delicatessens
asked for a container of pickles and
they gave them to me and looked at me
and said kindly, just take them, no cost.
I smiled as I left with my container of
kosher pickles, a happy camper and
felt like I was given a gift. It was a gift
and it reminded me of thoughtful shop
owners and things in life that just fall
into that category. I feel that way about
the Westport Historical Society. We’re
free to visit and we welcome walk-ins
happily. We’re a destination and a
place to go to. It’s nice just to wander
through the historic rooms, or to chat
with Mimi in the Remarkable Gift Shop
and catch up on gossip and fun memo-
ries of Westport when.

We want the community to feel that we

are a welcoming place and we’re
proud to be keeping the roots and foun-
dation of Westport healthy and vibrant.
Our archives department is a busy
place; people write and inquire about
a past business or a place they knew in
Westport or they’re seeking information
on a long lost relative. We will do our
best to get the answer; however some-
times the searching is the most fun. You
just don’t know what you will uncover
with our Archivists when they look
through files in our vault. The discovery
is when you realize that Westport has a
heartbeat all of its own. It is filled with
vitality and it’s everywhere if you’re
open to it.

When you see the development of the
downtown landscape and the new
restaurants and shops opening up; you
know there is a lot more to discover. We
want to be part of that journey and hope
that you will make a stop often on your
visits to downtown. Think about making
a stop here to say “hello” and introduce
yourself. Our volunteers/greeters wel-
come company and if you ever thought it
would be fun to volunteer here; we’d cer-
tainly love to hear from you.

Our website, westporthistory.org is our
channel of information since new pro-
grams and events will appear weekly
and we hope you check it often to see
what is going on. Now, there is caveat
when I said “we’re free”. Like most non-
profits, we rely on your membership
support and participation in our events
to support what we do. We will ask for
donations at our programs and of
course, our fundraisers help us make
our budget every year and keep our
beautiful facility functioning optimally.
So when we ask for your donation,
know that we are most grateful for your
financial support. We are a voluntary
organization and our Board donates
their time to make this organization func-
tion smoothly. We’re excited about the
upcoming Hidden Garden Tour, our
new exhibit “The Beautiful POND”
and were most grateful for all of you
who make what we do a reality. Our
very own Westport legend, actor and
philanthropist Paul Newman said it best
when he referred to Westport as “our
town”.

Susan Gold

We thank our Sponsors for their generous support of these events: 

Garden Market on the WHS Wheeler
House lawn from 10am to 4pm.  An
eclectic variety of crafts made locally
will be available featuring French laven-
der items, children’s appliquéd clothing,
jewelry, antique gifts, and handcrafted
accessories for the home and garden.
Admission to the Garden Market is free.

The Hidden Garden Tour is Sunday,
June 12, 11am to 4pm. Tickets are
$60 in advance, $70 day of Tour.  The
Garden Party is Friday, June 10, 6pm
to 9pm at Westport Woman’s Club,
Imperial Avenue, Westport. Tickets are
$100 advance purchase, and $125
after June 8.  All proceeds benefit the
educational and cultural programs of

WHS.  For more information, and to
purchase tickets visit westporthistory.org,
call 203-222-1424, or stop in at
Westport Historical Society, 25 Avery
Place. Hidden Garden Tour tickets and
directions will be available for pick-up
at Westport Historical Society on Tour
Day starting at 10am.

LEAD: BNY Mellon Wealth Management; 
ANNUAL: Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher Foundation,
Berchem, Moses & Devlin, P.C., Maplewood Senior Living,
Sachs Walsh Insurance, Brown’s Monument Works; PLAT-
INUM: Austin Ganim Landscape Design 

GOLD: A Dash of Salt, Darien Rowayton Bank, Darton
Insurance Co., DLTC Landscape Contractors, First County
Bank, Mionetto USA, Moffly Media, Oliver Nurseries &

Design Associates, Ric Kallaher Photography, SavATree, The
Care of Trees, Westport Auction;

SILVER: HTG Investment Advisors, Michael Moore, Nancy
Axthelm, Saugatuck Rowing Club, Shake Shack, Westport
Woman’s Club, Connecticut Business Systems; BRONZE:
Eleish Van Breems, Michael Aloi, Certified Financial Planner;
Ed Hynes, CFA, Merrill Lynch; Ed’s Garage Doors,
Connecticut Arborists, Inc., and Edward F. Gerber.
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Education

Spring is a very busy time in the Education Department. It is the start of our
annual third grade tour of the Wheeler House.

Five wonderful high school seniors will portray historical figures throughout the
Wheeler House as we host over 550  nine year olds, one class at a time.
Using the ‘Inquiry method” Westport’s third graders experience Westport’s rich
and creative past while touring the barn, the Scheffer gallery, the Molly
gallery and the dining room. This virtual hands -on timeline is an exciting
experience for three active weeks, starting May 18th.
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Sketch to Stretch Camp with Elizabeth DeVoll

Post Exhibit Wood Panel Screens

Monday through Thursday for two con-
secutive weeks,  children 6-13, join us
for a fun and memorable summer learn-
ing experience that will make for a cre-
ative transition from the Lazy Days of
Summer to the new and exciting school
year. 

Elizabeth DeVoll will partner with
Marion Kelly for an integrated art and
writing experience your child will not
forget!  In addition to outdoor games,
crafts and cooking, campers will be 

visiting local historical landmarks such
as Mill Pond, Sherwood Island and the
Adams Academy one-room school-
house.

Campers will sketch to stretch their
imaginations using various drawing
techniques, descriptive prose and poet-
ry. By combining art and creative writ-
ing, participants will reflect their unique
visual and experiential walk through
Westport’s rich history.

Marion Kelly, who has been a teacher 
of writing for 25 years, has a Master of 
Arts in Teaching degree and has been 
a member of the Teachers College 
Columbia University Reading and 
Writing Project.

Elizabeth Petrie DeVoll is an exhibiting 
artist and is the Educational Director of 
WHS. August 15-18 and August  
22-25, $375 for members, $450 non 
members

Still available from our latest WHS
exhibit of Window to Westport’s
Past and Present, WPA Images of
Historic Houses are the wall hang-
ings for specific houses. Included is
the black and white 1935 photo
with the current photo and other
material, mostly screen mounted. To
determine if your antique house from
the late-1700s to mid-1800s was
included in the exhibit please con-
tact Bob Weingarten at 
rwmailbox@aol.com.  
Suggested donation: $50.
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My first three
months as
President have
been a whirlwind
of activity: full, but
worthwhile. Most
rewarding is the
spirit evidenced by

staff and volunteers alike in their efforts
to provide Westport the best service in
our role as custodians and presenters of
the Town’s cultural heritage.  By “volun-
teers’ I include the Board and the
Advisory Council who dedicate count-
less hours to present the exhibits, create
the programs, and provide research
services to our many audiences. Old
timers and newcomers alike jump in
enthusiastically when needed.  I pre-
sume you can appreciate the results. If
not, please let me know.

We are now two/thirds of the way
through our involvement in the statewide
StEPs-CT program, about which we
have written before. This year our con-
tinuing journey to improve our profes-
sionalism has focused on Collections:
our historical objects, costumes and tex-
tiles, artwork, and perhaps most signifi-
cantly, the archives in our vault. We
take very seriously our dual responsibili-
ties to preserve and protect the treasures
entrusted to us, and to interpret and
make them available to you, on whose
behalf we act as custodians. Our
Archives Committee is working tirelessly
to sort and catalogue the collections, to
make sure the information is available
to those who need it. New policies and
procedures adopted from state organi-
zations and the leaders in our field are
being implemented to raise our stan-

dards while at the same time making us 
more efficient and effective.

At the same time, we are consciously 
expanding our horizons, seeking 
greater collaboration with our neighbors 
and widening our impact on the Town 
as a whole. Watch for exciting activi-
ties coming soon, from a variety of off-
site programs related to the ‘Beautiful 
POND’ exhibit to our participation in a 
host of Town-wide initiatives. It’s going to 
be a fun summer.

The bottom line is you, our public.  Please 
come by to view our exhibits, experience 
our programs, and to pursue your own 
research into the history of Westport, your 
neighborhood, your house, or your family. 
We are here to serve and look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bob Mitchell

President’s Message

Life on Old Mill Pond Reflected in Westport Artist’s Paintings

“The Beautiful POND” is a collection
of paintings of Westport’s Old Mill
Pond and Compo Cove that is current-
ly on display in the WHS’s Sheffer
Gallery. The paintings and a book of
the same name are by Westport artist-
writer Judith Orseck Katz. Both are a
tribute to the pond and to the role its
gristmill played in the founding of
Westport. The exhibit opened May
15 and runs through Sept. 3  

Katz’s gouache and ink paintings are
the outgrowth of a love affair that began when she, her hus-
band and children spent the summer in a home on the site of
the old gristmill. The artist loved sitting on her balcony in the
evening listening to the water rush through the millrace or
standing on the footbridge over the race and gazing out over
the pond and its salt marshes. The paintings, she says, reflect
her “in the moment” feelings that summer and many years
thereafter as she returned to sketch the pond, the mill house,
the birds and the cottages on Compo Cove. The latter is the
strip of beach “beyond the bridges” on the western tip of
Sherwood Island where a summer community sprung up in the
early 1900s.

In the early 1700s the settlers of what is now Greens Farms

wanted to establish their own parish
separate from the “mother church” in
Fairfield. One of the requirements was
that the new parish have a commercial
enterprise. The first mill was built in
1711 to meet that requirement. Local
farmers brought their corn to the mill to
be ground into cornmeal, which could
be traded for other goods or sold. The
mill’s importance waned as the area’s
farmers turned to growing onions in the
mid-1800s; when the last mill burned

in 1895 it was not replaced. The pond, however, became a
seedbed for clams and oysters, and one of Westport’s favorite
restaurants, Allen’s Clam House, served shellfish harvested
there. Though Allen’s is gone, oysters continue to be grown in
the pond. 

Katz’s book was sponsored by Westport travel executive
Robin Tauck, who also owns a home and cottage on Compo
Cove. All proceeds from the book are being donated to
SoundWaters to pay for students from low-income families to
attend its summer academic enrichment programs. Katz is a
graduate of Syracuse University School of Fine Art. In addition
to painting, she is a graphic designer and potter.

Jeff Craig
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Friday, June 17 6 -9 pm.
Coffeehouse at the Wheeler’s (with a French accent!)

Saturday, June 18, 3 -4 pm. Haskin’s Preserve Tree Walk
with Ben Sykes, arborist with Care of Trees

Monday, June 20, 5 -7 pm. Twilight Cycle Ride to Compo

Sunday June 26, July 10, July 31 &  August 21, 3 - 4 pm
Walking Tours of Compo Cove

Sunday, July 24,11:15am -1:00 pm
All Aboard, Captain’s Cove Tour

Stretch to Sketch: Kids Summer Program, 10 am -2 pm 
Mon - Thursday; 2 weeks, August 15 -18 & August 22 -25

Saturday, August  20, 10 am -12:30 pm
Cockenoe Kayak Tour

Upcoming Events
Go to westporthistory.org for updates and more information on all events.

For reservations, call: 222-1424 • M-F, 10 am – 4:30 pm, Saturday, Noon – 4 pm 

If you are not a member, 
we invite you to join. 

Please visit our website:
westporthistory.org 

and go to the 
Membership page 

or call 203-222-1424.


