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30th Anniversary Holiday House & Soiree

This year marks the 30th Anniversary
Holiday House Tour which has become
a highly anticipated December tradition
for the Westport community.  And to
honor this very special anniversary the
HHT Committee is planning a memo-
rable event to celebrate with great style! 

Holiday Soiree ~ The 30th anniversary
will be celebrated at the magnificent
setting of the Lockwood-Mathews
Mansion Museum, a National Historic
Landmark in Norwalk, on Saturday,
December 3, from 6:00 pm to 9:00
pm. The elegant Gilded Age rooms will
be festooned with holiday decorations
and guests will enjoy a magical
evening of sumptuous fare, flowing
drinks, unique entertainment, and silent
and live auctions in this extraordinary
building honoring its 50th anniversary

as a museum. A per-
fect way to start the
holiday season!

Holiday House Tour
~ Six historic houses
all built before 1850,
and the Adams
Academy, Westport’s
first school, will be on
view with festive sea-
sonal décor from
11:00 am to 4:00
pm on Sunday,
December 4.  

To recognize this spe-
cial 30th anniversary,
each home was care-
fully selected for its
architectural merit
and interesting sto-
ries.  Each house has

been preserved to retain its period style
facing the street, while the backs have
been “ blown out” to create kitchens
and living
spaces that
modern families
require. Careful
attention has
also been paid
to preserving
and recreating
authentic dry
stack
stonewalls. 

Some highlights include: 

• A major museum-quality restoration of
a c. 1760 house in the Kings
Highway North Historic District. Its
owner will provide fascinating
insights into its history and the restora-
tion process. 

• A house noted for its seven hearths
all of which will be ablaze on the
tour day. 

• A home featured on this tour 25
years ago that is proposed to be on
the newly designated National
Register Historic District on Bridge
Street.  Let’s see if anyone recalls it
from that tour!  

Proceeds raised from these two impor-
tant signature HHT fundraising events
help to ensure the continued growth
and vitality of this beloved community
organization committed to providing
educational programs about Westport’s
rich heritage.
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It is hard to believe
that we are
already into our
fall season. This
summer we had a
very successful
exhibit celebrating
the Compo Cove

area, the mill that was the first industry
in Westport, and the beautiful paintings
of our dear friend, Judith Katz, and an
attendant calendar of fun events, includ-
ing a visit to the Bloom Oyster business
in Norwalk that was so successful we
offered it twice. Now we are launching
“Art to the Max”, a presentation of icon-
ic Westport art originally displayed in
Max’s Art Supplies store (closed in
2014), which should be fun for new
and old Westporters alike.

But it is not all fun and games for us at
WHS. In July we held the first full Board
offsite retreat in recent memory to
launch our formal strategic planning
effort. This process will enable us to re-
define the direction and goals for WHS
over the next three to five years, to
ensure that we devoting our talents and
our energies to those activities which
best serve our Mission and our audi-
ence – all of you in Westport and
beyond. You should have received a

request to participate in an
online survey to give us your
thoughts as to how we are
doing now, and what we
should be doing in the future.
We are here to serve you,
and we want to know what
you need from us. (The survey
may be accessed on our
website.)

The next Retreat meeting was
Sept. 30. This is not a trivial
engagement; producing a
meaningful Strategic Plan will
take a lot of hard work by the
Strategic Planning Committee,
and the thoughtful input of our
Board, our Advisory Council,
and selected leaders from the
Town and our fellow organi-
zations.  We have to do all
this while continuing to pro-
vide our public with exhibits,
programs, research assis-
tance, and all the other rea-
sons we have for being the
Westport Historical Society.
Look for our walking tours, programs
related to the Max’s exhibit, our annual
3rd grade school tour, and our
December Holiday House Tour and
Gala, this year celebrating its 30th

Anniversary! And that’s just this fall.
Much more to come in 2017.

Hope to see you soon.

Bob Mirchell

President’s Message

The British Are Coming!
Next April The Westport Historical
Society will commemorate the 240th

Anniversary of the Danbury Raid during
the American Revolution with many
activities planned throughout the month.  

The Danbury Raid started on April 25,
1777 when about 1,800 British troops
from New York City landed at Compo
Beach and marched north.  The next
evening they torched a Patriot supply
depot in Danbury consisting of thou-
sands of tents and shoes as well as many barrels of food.  

The following day they fought Benedict Arnold in Ridgefield 

before pushing him back to
Saugatuck River in today’s Westport.
It was there on April 28, 1777 that
the British Generals outwitted Arnold
by crossing the Saugatuck River at the
upstream Ford before racing for their
ships and holding off Arnold and his
men at Compo Hill, the last battle of
the Raid.

We plan an Exhibit about the Raid
and the Revolutionary War at the

Historical Society as well as tours of the Raid and other fun
and interesting activities.  For more information please contact
Ed Hynes at ed@edhynes.com or 203-341-4954.

Norm Bloom & Son, Shellfishing Tour, Norwalk, CT

Party at Robin Tauck’s beachside home
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New Exhibit at Westport Historical Society: Art to the Max

The new exhibit at Westport Historical
Society, “Art to the Max”, opened on
Friday, October 7 and features original
art that graced Max’s windows from
1975-2014, including hand-drawn 
calendars by Nina Royce. Curated by
Nina Bentley and Miggs Burroughs, it
will include a recreation of Shirley
Mellor’s “back office” decorated with
cards and original art gifted to her by
various local artists. Shirley was Max’s
wife.  “We played a huge role in the
art life of Westport,” Shirley says proud-
ly. “All the artists knew us. And they
were a sizable number.”

This promises to be a sentimental jour-
ney as well as an enriching one, with
some of the best Westport art on dis-
play.  Approximately fifty artists will be
represented.  

According to Dan Woog, Max’s — a

legendary art supply store (and, just as
important, social hub for painters, illus-
trators and cartoonists) — closed on
September 1. For 59 years Max’s had
occupied prime real estate, directly
opposite the Y. But the end of Westport
as an “artists’ colony,” coupled with the
increasing role of technology in both art
and commerce, spelled the end. Max’s
dates back to 1956, when Max
Kaplan bought Fine Arts Stationers. He
replaced paper and candy with pens,
sketch pads, paints, brushes and can-
vases.

Woog also said they came to Max’s for
supplies, and stayed to socialize.
Whitney Darrow Jr., Stevan Dohanos,
Bernie Fuchs, Mel Casson, Dik Browne,
Mort Walker, Stan Drake, Leonard Starr,
Eric von Schmidt, Constance Kiermaier,
Tom Funk, Gill Fox, Naiad and Walter

Einsel, Ward Brackett, Neil Hardy,
Miggs Burroughs — the names roll off
Shirley’s tongue, like the old friends they
were.  

In the Molly Donovan Gallery “Up the
street from Max’s” will feature highlights
from Westport’s retail history from
1975-2014.  The exhibit will display
content from local Westport shops,
restaurants, and businesses that were
active from 1975-2014. This promises
to be a walk down memory lane for
many visitors. Curated by Eve Potts.

Friends of Max’s, family, past customers,
and curious public are invited to attend.
Westport Historical Society, 25 Avery
Place, Westport, across from Town
Hall. There is no charge; however
donations are accepted. The exhibit will
run through Jan 7, 2017.

Photo by Lynn Untemeyer Miller
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Purchase your engraved brick for our walkway:
Deadline extended to March 30, 2017!

Fun kayak tour, summer classes and a house on the upcoming house tour.
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From the Executive Director’s Desk…
Part of the art of
living is living
with art – and that
is exactly what the
Westport Historical
Society has done
with its current
exhibit titled Art to

the Max (October 7- Jan 7, 2017) Two
well-known Westport artists, Miggs
Burroughs and Nina Bentley curated a
living testimony to the vision of Shirley
Mellor, the owner of Max’s Arts
Supplies in Westport. Local artists will
display pieces of their work that they
once had in the window of the iconic
art supply store to celebrate a store that
holds fond and lasting memories for all.
Eve Potts and Elizabeth DeVoll are curat-
ing a show in the Mollie Donovan
Gallery called Up the Street from Max’s
–recognizing an era when the store
owner knew you by your first name and
if you were a kid, someone was keep-
ing an eye out for you. Westport is a

welcoming town and
those times may be
gone but their effects
are everlasting.

WHS is about cele-
brating what makes
Westport a gem of a
town that all of us
who live here can be
proud of. We nourish and support the
arts with our passion and applaud
those talented people who have made
Westport famous for cultivating creativi-
ty. It is easy to see why Westport holds
this honor. It has attracted artists from
the early part of the 20th century and
continues to be a magnet for those who
express themselves in all art forms: visu-
al, performing and literary. We contin-
ue to appreciate the work of our volun-
teers who help us offer the kinds of
interactive and visual displays that
inspire and provoke great conversa-
tions. We want you to join us by stop-
ping in or sending us an email whenev-

er you feel like it. 

I am very grateful for
the role that WHS
fills in our town and
how it continues to
grow over time and
change with the
requests and ideas
that are flowing

through here. So don’t be shy; send us
a note. We love to hear from you and
your ideas are important for us to con-
tinue to serve the community with
vibrant and engaging opportunities.
We’re on the cusp of something truly
transformational; stay tuned! We appre-
ciate your support in so many ways as
we continue on our journey of being a
vibrant, collaborative and important
organization in the fabric of our non-
profit community.

May the days ahead bring you great
joy and peace,

Susan Gold

Photo by Dan Woog

Introducing Nicole Carpenter, Westport Historical Society’s Education Director

Please join us in welcoming
Nicole Carpenter as our new
Education Director starting this
September.

Her acceptance of the position
stems from a deep appreciation
of history which has shaped much
of her personal and professional
life, as well as education.

Nicole has experience in education and programming specifi-
cally in non-profit organizations. Her experience is enhanced
by her Bachelor’s Degree in Art History with a minor in both

history and business Administration. Nicole also completed
her Master’s degree in Museum Studies with a concentration
in Education and Development at Syracuse University.

As Education Director, Nicole is responsible for both children’s
and adult education through engaging and instructional pro-
grams. Here at WHS Nicole hopes to expand after school
programming, incorporating science and art projects related
to Westport and Connecticut history. She also plans on intro-
ducing new programs for adults, such as tours of Westport
architecture and cemeteries, and lunch lecture series.  She can
be contacted by email at ncarpenter@westporthistory.org or in
person in the Newman room.

What a treat! Ed Gerber is unquestionably the perfect host and tour leader. We so enjoyed the Kings Highway
tour yesterday. Beautifully organized and brilliantly presented (right down to the delicious almond cookies). 
e addition of Ed Hynes, a great and very knowledgeable historian, and the reeshments at 323 aer it all,

made it a memorable aernoon and offered us all a chance to get to know each other a little better. 
Loved it all. Cheers to WHS!

By Eve Potts
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Friday, October 21, 6pm -8pm 
"I Don't See my Shadow"- a play by Mike Krysuik
Sat Oct 23, 4:30pm 
Tea Talk Reception following program at Westport Town Hall
Saturday  October 22, 3 - 4 pm 
Historic Business District Walking Tour
Friday, October  28, 6 - 8 pm
Coffeehouse at the Wheeler’s with Suzanne Sheridan

Friday, Nov 18 & Sat Nov 19
Holiday Market in Sheffer Gallery

SAVE THE DATE:  
Holiday House Tour Soiree, Saturday,  December 3,
Lockwood Mathews Mansion, 6 - 9 pm

Holiday House Tour,  Sunday, December 4, 11 - 4 pm

Upcoming Events
Go to westporthistory.org for updates and more information on all events.

For reservations, call: 222-1424 • M-F, 10 am – 4:30 pm, Saturday, Noon – 4 pm 

If you are not a member, 
we invite you to join. 

Please visit our website:
westporthistory.org 

and go to the 
Membership page 

or call 203-222-1424.


